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1771, and the second a year afterwards. Then a
generation later came another new and illustrious
group. Byron was born in 17 8 8, Shelley in 1792,
and Keats in 1795. Wordsworth was destined
to see one more orb of the first purity and
brilliance rise to its place in the poetic firmament.
Tennyson's earliest volume of poems was pub-
lished in 1830, and In Me-moriaw, one of his two
masterpieces, in 1850. Any one who realises
for how much these famous names will always
stand in the history of human genius, may
measure the great transition that Wordsworth's
eighty years witnessed in some of men's deepest
feelings about art and life and "the speaking
face of earth and heaven."

Here, too, Wordsworth stood isolated and
apart. Scott and Southey were valued friends,
but, as has been truly said, he thought little of
Scott's poetry, and less of Sou they's. Of Blake's
Songs of Innocence and Experience he said, " There
is something in the madness of this man which
interests me more than the sanity of Lord Byron
and Walter Scotfc." Coleridge was the only
member of the shining company with whom he
ever had any real intimacy of'mind, for whom